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I meet many Brisbane small business
owners who are disappointed with
how poorly their web sites rank with
the major search engines. | also often

get asked if Search Engine
Optimisation companies are selling
snake oil, and if they are worth the
several hundred dollars they charge
to get higher search engine rankings.

Internet search engines are now more popular than
paper business directories, like Yellow Pages, due

to their convenience, speed, easy of use, and rich
content.

Over 73% of all Internet users use search engines
when they want to find products and services to
buy™.

This percentage is even higher for business Internet

users who are seeking potential suppliers of
products and services for their business.
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Most searchers only click on results from the top of that list

If you have a web site, or are considering getting
one, then it is obviously important to ensure that
your web pages get a high ranking in the most
popular Australian search engines.

By John Hacking

These popular search engines include Google,
Altavista, Ninemsn and Sensis.

If you have an international market, then the
popular overseas search engines also need to rank
you highly. These most popular overseas search
engines include Yahoo, Ask Jeeves and MSN. Most
people who use search engine users select results
from the top 10-20 of sites listed. They base their
selection decision on the title of the web site that
is displayed by the search engine.

If your business isn't in that first page of search
results and if it doesn't have a compelling title, then
chances are your prospective customers will not
click on the search result and visit your web site.

Why spend thousands of dollars on a fancy web
site with all the bells and whistles if nobody can
find it? Far more sensible to have a simple web site
and invest a few hundred dollars in search engine
optimisation, or do-it-yourself and invest about five
hours. to make sure your web pages gets found by
your prospective customers.in the early days of the
Internet it was reasonably easy to get a high
ranking. All you had to do was stuff your web
page’s metatags with the keywords and key phases
that you thought that prospective customers would
use to try to find products and services like yours.

Unfortunately, because this method was so easy to
get high rankings, it quickly became abused and
major search engines developed new search
indexing and ranking algorithms to stop this form
of cyber-cheating.

The new sophisticated search engine indexing and
ranking algorithms are closely guarded secrets and
give companies like Google a competitive
advantage. These algorithms work like the human
brain, quickly sifting through the good, the bad and
the ugly to quickly and accurately rank web pages
based on how useful they might be to the reader. In
search engine terms, useful means relevant.

Can you beat the search engine algorithms?
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